Stage 1: The Calling

The calling to ministry usually grows
slowly out of the events of our life,
work, talents, learned skills, and
areas of interest. Most likely, you
won't wake up one morning with
God's voice booming, "Go forth and
serve My people!" Nor will he send a fax. But if
you pay attention to your inner urgings, to the
types of service that bring you satisfaction, to the
types of work that energize you, and to the gifts
that others see and admire in you, the calling
becomes recognizable.

Stage 2: The Confirmation
If someone invites you to icin ar
already established.-a%iv stry | it's
possible that- @ tis ¢ nfirmiri th2
callinaglou ntlh tp eHn. Bu se
f mus| o} wve |fc oth 'sito,give us
the push we nee¢ Je & to ster to wur
hearts and look al he ne i ¢ ! o Zuility to fill
that need.

Consider: Will the ministry you’re considering
meet a genuine need? Will it contribute to the
good of the Body? Would the community support
your involvement by encouraging you, advising
you, trusting you, offering help when possible,
coordinating and communicating with you when
warranted, helping you get training if appropri-
ate? Are you qualified, and if not, could you be-
come qualified, or is it out of character?

Being qualified means you have the right abili-
ties and experiences, or the willingness to train
for these. It also means you have an attitude of
service. It means having the right motives, that
you're not interested for the sake of getting your
own needs met, or to feel important or to be in
control. It means having competence—you must
know what you do best and desire to be trained.

3 Stages of Becoming a Minister for God
Calling - Confirmation - Commitment

And it means being a team player, i.e.,
knowing and abiding by the rules, co-
operating with others, and having genu-
ine concern about those with whom and
for whom you will serve.

Stage 3:

The Commitment

Are you willing to sur-
render your personal
time and needs, your
perapnal routines and
)usiness pressures for
theisa<e f tho e you will serve?
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"".27a servant of God, | commit myself
to serve him diligently and ably, using
my talents and skills to my utmost, ac-
cording to the work that needs to be
done. | commit myself to work with my
co-servants in unity, mutual support
and cooperation, honesty and integrity,
flexibility, and a willingness to listen
without complaint or gossiping. | com-
mit myself to following God's will by
leading a prayerful life and through
careful discernment, and a desire to
love and serve him and his people—in
the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen!"

We commit ourselves to the Father to
become obedient to his will. We commit
ourselves to Jesus to become leader-
servants like him. We commit ourselves
to the Holy Spirit to become empow-
ered to do the Father's will and to better
imitate Jesus.
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