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Breaking Open the Word of Faith 

Good News Reflections for the Sundays of January, 2010 
 

                                                                  by Terry A . Modica
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Second Sunday of Christmas 

January 2, 2011 
 
Read:  
Sirach 24:1-4, 8-12 
Ps 147:12-15, 19-20 
Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-18 
John 1:1-18 
 
(In the U.S., see the next page.) 

 
Reflect: 
For the Second Sunday of Christmas, we focus on 
Jesus as the Word of God. What God speaks, Jesus 
is. The Father created life by speaking it into exis-
tence, and Jesus sacrificed himself to raise life 
above the destruction of sin and lead us into eternal 
life.  
 
When you ask God to help you, the Father says 
"yes" and Jesus is the "yes" who walks with you to 
guide you into all that the Father wants to give you.  
 
In the Liturgy of the Eucharist, we pray, "Lord I am 
not worthy to receive you…." And God says, "Re-
ceive me", and Jesus is what we receive, and in him 
we receive all of God. 
 
In Mass, we have the Liturgy of the Word (the scrip-
tures and homily) before the Liturgy of the Eucharist. 
If we open our hearts to receive Jesus in the Liturgy 
of the Word, we will have the faith to see much more 
than a piece of bread and a cup of wine during the 
Liturgy of the Eucharist. Why? Because it is not the 
priest who consecrates the bread and wine. Only 
God can do that. It is actually Jesus himself who 
speaks the words that come from the priest's mouth. 
It doesn’t matter how holy or sinful the priest is; Je-
sus provides the miracle of transubstantiation every 
time.  
 
When Jesus comes to you in the Word, is your heart 
quickened? Do the scriptures influence your mind 
and change your life? And when the bread and wine 
miraculously become the body and blood of Jesus, 
do you fall onto your knees in awe because you real-
ize that you're in the presence of God Almighty? Do 
you feel unworthy to receive onto your lips one so 
holy as Jesus? When you pray, "Lord I am not wor-

thy to receive You…," are you changed 
by the experience? Do you become more 
humble? And more joyful? Are you pay-
ing attention to what you say? 
 
Finally, are you so moved by your en-
counter with Jesus in Mass that you 
leave church so full of Christ that others 
want to know the Jesus who has gifted 
you with his presence?  
 
Jesus is the greatest gift we can (and 
should!) give to the world. After receiving 
him in the Word and in the Eucharist, we 
are called and gifted to live in this love 
and his joy and to spread it to others. We 
are heralds of the Good News, and it is 
indeed awesome news! 
 
Questions for Personal Reflection: 
 
† What word from God are you waiting to 
hear? What good news do you hope to 
hear? 
 
Questions for Faith Sharing: 
 
† How is Jesus the source of our joy?  
 
† God has spoken to you, and Jesus is 
being for you the answer. How will you 
act on faith with this reality, even before 
you understand it? 
 

Comments/Prayer Requests: 
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The Epiphany of the Lord 
January 2, 2011 (in the US) 
 
Read:  
Isaiah 60:1-6 
Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-13 
Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6 
Matthew 2:1-12 
 
 
Reflect: 
On Epiphany, we celebrate 
the humble adoration of the 
magi for the Christ child. The 
magi were Gentiles, and the Greek word "magi" 
meant oriental scientists. Despite sometimes being 
translated as "astrologers", their appearance at the 
manger does not validate astrology 
 
Because they were not Jews, their determination to 
meet the Jewish savior says much about what the 
word "epiphany" means. The magi are good exam-
ples of believing in the importance of Jesus even 
without understanding what it would mean to them 
personally or to the rest of the world. 
 
They worshiped Jesus as a King-Messiah before 
they knew how he would become king or how his 
kingship would save the world from evil. As scientific 
scholars, they had studied religious writings from be-
yond the scope of their own culture. Then, they acted 
on faith in response to the Spirit of God who acti-
vated them, and it changed their lives. 
 
Only the Spirit of God can move someone to have 
faith, because faith is a gift of the Holy Spirit (see 1 
Corinthians 12). The word "epiphany" means discov-
ery, a revelation that changes our lives. Epiphanies 
are gifts from God, given because we want them. 
 
We can imagine how the magi felt when the experi-
enced an epiphany in the presence of the Christ 
child. Although they did not understand how this 
baby from a poor, ordinary family could become king, 
they remembered him for the rest of their lives and 
listened for news from the land of Israel about Jesus. 
We know that they heard about his crucifixion and 
learned what his followers were teaching about it, for 

they became Christians – their relics 
have been venerated since very early 

times. 
 
Questions for 
Personal Reflection: 

† What sign from God, like the 
star that the magi followed, 
are you waiting to see?  

† What signs is God already 
showing you?  These are evi-
dence that he is working in 
your life. 

† What epiphany – new understanding – 
is Jesus giving you about what God is 
doing in your life? 
 
Questions for Faith Sharing:  

† Why is it impossible to understand eve-
rything about the ways that Jesus is the 
Messiah for you and for all the world?  

† God has given you faith to believe in 
Jesus as the Messiah. How do you act 
on this faith? And how do these actions 
evangelize non-believers? 

Comments/Prayer Requests: 


