Breaking Open the Word of Faith

Good News Reflections for the Sundays of October, 2011

by Terry A . Modica
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Breaking Open the Word of Faith Good News Reflections for the Sundays of October

27" Sunday in Ordinary Time
October 2, 2011

Read:

Isaiah 5:1-7

Ps 80:9, 12-16, 19-20
Philippians 4:6-9
Matthew 21:33-43

Reflect:

"The kingdom of God is given to those who produce
its fruit." That's the moral of the story that Jesus
gives us in this Sunday's Gospel reading.

And what is this kingdom of God for us while we're
still on earth? What are its fruits, which we produce
during our earthly lives?

Anything we do in imitation of Christ is a fruit that has
grown as a result of following Christ on our journey
toward heaven. If we love as he loves, forgive as he
forgives, minister to others, teach the truth. an« heal
the hurting, we are living in the kingdo: 1 Coal bw

When | ask Catholics™ " o v [0 lliel  th e goir ‘0
heaven, most feel vi v [ nc =4, e e beca se
they're afraid they mig¢ L.iose ¢ sall tior through
some future grave sir. br bec us. thayie afraid it's
not humble enough to | hswer with a firm "yes."

Granted, we do not imitate Christ perfectly. Most of
us will need to spend time in Purgatory being purged
of whatever is unheavenly about us, but when the
purging is finished, we'll be fully alive in the wonder-
fulness of God.

If we make it to Purgatory, of course we'll reach the
glories of heaven. And if our desire to be Christ-like
is genuine, then of course our sins will never be so
"grave" that we turn completely away from Christ. Of
course we'll gladly embrace him when he comes for
us at the moment of our death.

Whatever you do because of Christ and out of love
for Christ, this is evidence that you are living in and
will eternally live in God's kingdom.

Questions for Personal Reflection:

1 What good fruits are you producing in
your life now? List them; get out a pen
and start writing them down. During the
week, as you think of more good fruits,
add those to the list.

1t Leak®  the list you produced for the
¢ ove qu stio How do these fruits give
¢ dance’ (¢ 5 goodness within you?

(“1es? ons for Faith Sharing:

1 How do they provide the kingdom of
God for the benefit of others?

1 How do they assure you that you are
truly a heaven-bound follower of Christ?

Comments/Prayer Requests:
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Breaking Open the Word of Faith Good News Reflections for the Sundays of October

28" Sunday in Ordinary Time
October 9, 2011

Read:

Isaiah 25:6-10a

Ps 23:1-6

Philippians 4:12-14, 19-20
Matthew 22:1-14

Reflect:

In Matthew 22:1-14, Je-
sus addresses the prob-
lem of fakers: people who

try to win his friendship by
being religious and showing up for the banquet with-
out entering into a genuine relationship with God.

You know the type: They are friendly as long as it
works to their own advantage. They do good deeds
but only when it's convenient. They perform Catholic
rituals perfectly during Mass but at home they don't
even take time to pray. Their faith is so shalley that

distractions easily keep them away i1oin | ass.
When their relationship with s i uir & gacriftc . dr
repentance, they abari i ‘oL

Those who have a gel ix'c re b ship with' God are
identified by the presel e of = ba lovc within them
radiating outward an| blesci.g others, especially
when it's not easy to love.

Jesus shows us in today's parable how to handle the
fakers. The invitation to join the party is open to eve-
ryone, but when people want only the fun of being a
friend of God and they ignore the hard work of shar-
ing his love with others, God sets up boundaries
against them.

Think of the people you've invited to your banquet
table, i.e., into a healthy, Godly relationship, but
they've tried to reshape it according to their unhealth-
iness and immorality. We should love them but not
within harmful circumstances. We should do our own
part to make the relationship healthy, but when oth-
ers do not do their part, they've already abandoned
the relationship.

God asks us to carry the cross of doing
everything possible to invite them to re-
pentance, conversion, and healing.
However, healthy boundaries need to
remain in place, and when our efforts are
fruitless, eventually God says it's time to
let go and move on.

And always, we're to go back out into the
byroads to find those who genuinely val-
ue Godly friendships.

Questions for Personal Reflection:

1 How many Godly, healthy friend-ships
do you really have?

1 Where can you go to find more people
who want to be in a holy, Christ-

centered, faith-buiiding relationship with
you?

(~estior. for aith Sharing:

Vihe! ma es & friendship truly good?
T How do you know when the time has
come to say no to an unhealthy, unholy
relationship?

1 How have you handled it?

1 Where have you gone to find support
and healing and growth?

Comments/Prayer Requests:
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Breaking Open the Word of Faith Good News Reflections for the Sundays of October

29" Sunday in Ordinary Time
October 16, 2011

Read:

Isaiah 45:1, 4-6

Ps 96:1, 3-5, 7-10

1 Thessalonians 1:1-5b
Matthew 22:15-21

Reflect:

In this Sunday's Gospel read-
ing, when Jesus asks the Phar-
isees to tell him whose image
was engraved on the coin owed
for the census tax, he uses it to

Whose image do others see when they
look at your life? When people see you,
do they see Jesus engraved upon you?
To the extent that they do, that's the
extent to which you belong to the
kingdom of God!

Questions for
Personal Reflection:

1 How do you know that others see
Jesus in your life? What's the evi-
dence?

1+ What have they told you about
yourself that is also a description of
Christ?

teach a lesson about the image
that should be engraved upon our hearts. Our hearts
should belong to God and to God alone.

The Romans believed that their emperors were di-
vine. Therefore, to possess Roman coins mean*car-
rying around the graven image of a hus=@ii joi. The

.

Pharisees knew this when the¢i7 enl - diJesu

Paying the census ta) to e sa syr joized i re
than just submission ti a' ore i1 ove me:t. It ivad
religious connotations| t Jest | v 1 a ‘Ue prophet,
he should speak up al inst | s possessing pagan
coins. If he was a tri. - =messiah, he should deliver
them from the oppression and taxes of the foreign
government — or so they thought.

We don't know how they happened to have the Ro-
man coin that they showed to Jesus. If they pulled it
out of their own purses, which is likely, it revealed
their hypocrisy. However, Jesus wasn't just interest-
ed in exposing their hypocrisy; he wanted to make a
point about the True Messiah.

If we belong to God, Jesus is engraved upon our
hearts. We have been rescued from the destruction
of sin by the Messiah. We have let him deliver us
from the oppression of evil that was caused by our
sins.

Questions for Faith Sharing:

+ Wit e ¢ me of the ways in which
< sust h Tie into your life and
¢ anged y o fro o within?

How ha  that changed the way you
|a2

1 How does this evangelize the people
around you?

Comments/Prayer Requests:

© 2011 by Terry Modica = Catholic Digital Resources: catholicdr.com = Reprinted by license.
To receive Good News Reflections free daily by email, visit Good News Ministries: gnm.org



Breaking Open the Word of Faith

30" Sunday in Ordinary Time
October 23, 2011

Read:

Exodus 22:20-26

Ps 18:2-4, 47, 51

1 Thessalonians 1:5¢-10
Matthew 22:34-40

Reflect:

This Sunday's Gospel reading
reminds us that we cannot love
God without loving ourselves
and others, but God must al-
ways come first.

JIE

When we have difficulty loving
God with all our heart, mind and
soul all the time, every day,
every moment, no matter what's going on, it's be-
cause we're spending too much time focused on
other people and/or on our own plans and wisk«

Yes, we must focus on others i 'der h love [ ani.
And yes we must foca™ Di bul owl nec @ so thg ve
can love others as mi h i 5 v 2tve ¢ I'selyes.  jur
own needs are import ‘*und e re r palsible‘for
seeing that our need: jet m ; ¢ ‘ervise we don't
have enough to share| vith olicrs — enough energy
or enthusiasm or kindi.css or patience. Likewise, we
can't focus so much on ourselves that we neglect the
needs of others.

So the question then becomes: What are the priori-
ties? In other words: How much time should we
spend alone with God? How much time should we
spend nurturing ourselves? How much of our time
and needs and wants should be sacrificed for the
sake of others?

Interestingly, we find the right balance only after we
put God first and make our relationship with him our
highest priority. This divine friendship is what heals
us in our unmet needs. It's what empowers us to love
others even when they are difficult to love. And we
don't have to be alone with God all day to have inti-
macy with him.

Good News Reflections for the Sundays of October

We love him first and foremost simply by
relying on him for success in loving oth-
ers and ourselves. If we keep turning to
him for gwdance healing and strength,
we are loving him with all
our heart, mind and soul all
the time, every day, every
moment, no matter what's
going on.

Questions for
Personal Reflection:

1 How good are you at set-
ting priorities and keeping
&8 God at the top?

m#\ ) 4§ 1 What puts your priorities

2
N out of order*

1 Whate=ny i de to increase God's role
Joyourel ryc v lfe?

(e stiony or' aith Sharing:

Doscribe some of the techniques
you've used to increase God's priority in
your everyday life.

1 How has focusing on your relationship
with God helped you to be more loving to
yourself and kinder toward others?

Comments/Prayer Requests:
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Breaking Open the Word of Faith Good News Reflections for the Sundays of October

31° Sunday in Ordinary Time

October 30, 2011

Read:
Malachi 1:14b--2:2b,8-10
Ps 131:1-3

1 Thessalonians 2:7b-9,13
Matthew 23:1-12

Reflect:

This Sunday's Gospel reading contains
a verse that, when taken literally, has been used by
some Protestants to condemn Catholicism because
we call our priests "Father." By that logic, when Je-
sus said, "Call no one on earth your father," he
meant our dads, too, right? Did he never call St. Jo-
seph by the title father? Perhaps when Jesus as a
lad had a question about carpentry he said, "Hey
dude who's married to Mom!" | don't think so.

To understand what Jesus means in this scripture.
we need to read the whole passage: This sing'«-out
verse is actually part of a teaching aber” eqguali  He
is telling us that we must not=uri der nyone’ b2
superior to ourselves= i n¢ bul ioC 3 superi; .0
us.

Jesus says here: "The jreate | ai :ng you must be
your servant." At othe limes . “other scriptures, Je-
sus says that if we wiiit to be greatest, we have to
be the servant of all, because we must not think of
ourselves as superior to others. But in today's lesson
he's telling us not to think of ourselves as inferior,
either. He trying to cure our low self-esteem.

Do you know, for example, that as a child of God you
are not inferior to the pope? This is why he's called
the servant of the servants of God. As Christ's repre-
sentative in Church leadership, he serves us in eve-
rything he does, whether it's presiding at Mass or
making decisions.

No matter what someone's credentials are, no matter
how much authority God has given to our priests and
other Church leaders, and no matter how famous or
well-liked anyone is, we are all equally loved by God.
We're all equally important to God. To see our worth,
we must see ourselves through God's eyes.

Questions for
Personal Reflection:

t Do you feel served by
those who have higher sta-
tus? Why or why not?

1t When you don't, how
much of this is your own
attitude of assuming that
you're inferior? What will
you do to shift your thinking and accept
your own value according to God's per-
spective?

Questions for Faith Sharing:

1 When someane’|; job or talents or posi-
tion in tizt fai ly «r church seems great-
¢ then ' our  Kow do you overcome
vour feelin s o wferiority?

How do 5 Jisus convey to you that
\ U 22 inferior to no one?

Describe a time when you felt inferior but
then became aware of your equal value.
(This story will help others who are
struggling to overcome their own feelings
of inferiority.

Comments/Prayer Requests:
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