Breaking Open the Word of Faith

Good News Reflections for the Sundays of May, 2012

by Terry A . Modica
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Breaking Open the Word of Faith

5" Sunday of Easter
May 6, 2012

Read:

Acts 9:26-31

Ps 22:26-27-28,30-32
1 John 3:18-24

John 15:1

Reflect:

As we see in the Gospel reading, all of us who be-
long to Christ are fruit-bearing branches of one vine.
Jesus is the vine, and because we are all attached to
him, we share the same calling: to bear good fruit.
And not just any fruit that seems good, but the same
fruit that Jesus produced.

However, most of us underestimate how important
this is! Stop underestimating how necessary it is for
YOU to produce Christ's fruit — and more of it — to-
day. Today too many Christians are settling for me-
diocrity. As long as we get some personal safrac-
tion from being Christian, we feel all tat eatily, atis
fied. As long as we're helping Hoi @ ptple witl nur
kindness or generosity, 1 wve we ain: Sadis s -
fied with the good fruit: \ve 2 | ‘D Lcing

Have you ever asked |y the s .rucin evil in the
world? Why doesn't | bd rzio& his almighty hand
against war, agains. corruption in government,
against the greed of high-salaried managers who lay
off their employees while giving themselves huge
bonuses, against the perpetrators of physical and
emotional abuse, against legislation that discrimi-
nates against Christian faith, against rising crime
rates, or against any evil that's corrupting our world?

Why doesn't God do something?

Actually, he does! However, he does it the same way
he grows grapes. The life-force of the vine (Jesus)
travels through the vine to the little twigs (you and
me and all Christians) that hold the grapes. The
more open we are to receiving nourishment from
Christ, the more fruit Jesus produces through us. But
the grapes are not supposed to stay there!
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We're nourished by Christ in order to
take his fruits abundantly out into the
world. We must grow strong and healthy,
branch out, and use everything we've
received from Christ for the sake of oth-
ers.

Evil is stopped to the extent that we
Christians continue Christ's earthly minis-
try. Victory over evil comes from Christ,
that is, through us from Christ. Holiness
in the world comes from Christ's Holy
Spirit actively transforming it through our
holiness.

Questions for Personal Reflection:

t Are you doing everything you can to
grow the best grapes on your branch of
Christ's vine?

t 0w =all v s your connection to
(rist? VW hal aiyour life needs to be
['ruved ofl e se it's not producing full,
¢ undanty it?

(w=Gions for Faith Sharing:

1 Name some of the things we do that
fertilize the vineyard. What has helped
your branch grow stronger and bear
more fruit?

t How does ignoring the need to prune
ourselves hinder the growth of good fruit
— evil-defeating good fruit?

Comments/Prayer Requests:
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Breaking Open the Word of Faith

6" Sunday of Easter
May 13, 2012 -

Read:

Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48
Ps 98:1-4

1 John 4:7-10

John 15:9-17

Reflect:

Servanthood is the mark of true Christian living. Je-
sus emphasized it during the Last Supper, saying
that he came not to be served, but to serve, and that
likewise we should serve one another. In his para-
bles, he often referred to believers as "servants" of
the Kingdom. But in the Gospel reading, Jesus says
that he wants us to be his friends, not his slaves. Is
he contradicting himself?

Not at all! Friends serve because they care. Slaves
serve because of duty and the fear of punishment.

Jesus said, "If you keep my commancs it yv o wil
remain in my love." Do we hez7ju 1as  fliend' ' &s
a slave?

Slaves are afraid of /2. wil he nen @ thiy faii to
keep God's command| 2nts; 11 2y' 2. cii-protective.
Friends are eager to | d out .what God commands,
because they view tha commandments from the per-
spective of love, as opportunities to serve; they are
other-oriented.

Jesus said, "This is my commandment: Love one
another the way | love you." It's the supreme com-
mandment; call it the Commandment of Friendship.
He says, "You know how | love you, my friends: |
openly share with you everything that the Father tells
me." His friends realize that what he shares (through
scripture and through the Church) reveals our oppor-
tunities to love. Every commandment is rooted in
love. Every Church teaching is based on scriptures
that help us know when and how to love.

When we fail to obey, do we lose God's love? Never!
Do we lose our place in his love? Yes. By living out-
side of his commandments, we feel unloved even
while being loved.
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This is slavery. We're enslaved by fear or
false beliefs or by our wounds that have
caused us to think that we're not loved
enough. God's commandments then feel
confining, and if we try to escape, we
commit rebellion. Those who don't rebel
accept their slavery and obey dutifully in
the hope of winning God's love.

Friends, on the other hand, know that
God always loves them, and in this love,
they're free to serve one another joyfully.

Questions for Personal Reflection:

1 Are you obeying God like a slave or his
best friend?

T Do you eagerly and happily jump into
doing the will of God or do you complain
about it? Do vou ever want to escape
from Ged's w2

Nhat v ! yio (jo this week to become
Iore awa, - 0f s friendship?
(1estions for r-aith Sharing:

; what raises our relationships with God
from slavery into friendship?

1 Describe the differences between
obeying out of duty and obeying out of
love.

1 How do you define friendship with
God?

Comments/Prayer Requests:
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Breaking Open the Word of Faith

Ascension of the Lord
May 17, 2012

Read:

Acts 1:1-11

Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9
Ephesians 1:17-23 or 4:1-13
Mark 16:15-20

Reflect:
Sometimes we find our-
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ence is training for a work of God's king-
dom that the Lord wants to accomplish
through us.

Why are you standing there
looking at the sky? Although
you cannot see what he's
doing now, he has not
abandoned you. He is ful-
filling his promise: "You will
receive power from the Holy
Spirit, and you will be my

selves in the same posture

as the disciples in Acts 1:1-11, looking up at the sky
where we last saw Jesus, not moving, just staring at
nothing, waiting for him to come back and do some-
thing to rescue this world from its evil.

Our world needs the Second Coming of Christ —
now! What's the delay? Ahhh, but he's told us not to
wait but to go forth and spread the Good News. He
told us to take what he's given us and use it to con-
tinue the works of his ministry.

Why do we stare at the empty iky ‘Be wuse wi 24
inadequate.

Parents know this feel ol Afté ¢ ing [ Ith.4r addpt-
ing a child, we have tf} awes' ‘ne sk Ciraising this
person into a faith-fille{' emat: ially healthy adult.

Graduates know this feeling. After completing col-
lege or a Lay Ministry training program or ordination
or final vows, we stand on the threshold of working
for the Lord and wonder: Will | be effective and suc-
cessful? Will | like it? Or will | be sent where I'd ra-
ther not go?

Those who are grieving know this feeling. After a
loved one is taken home to the Lord or a friend is lost
in a failed relationship, our lives change drastically. It
feels like it shouldn't have. How can we recover from
the emptiness, which by its very nature forces our
attention onto ourselves and our unmet needs, soO
that we become full of service to others?

Every change in our lives is a commissioning. Every
loss is the beginning of a new calling. Every experi-

witness  throughout the
earth." Indeed, you were
given that Holy Spirit in baptism, and it is
this Spirit of God that empowers you to
continue the ministry of Jesus using your
particular talents and experiences.

Questions fesPelsonal Reflection:

* vt toeslo'dg or new beginnings are
\ o facing ¢

1 riow ai thi se opportunities for the
¢ htinflatiol) of the ministry of Jesus?

Questions for Faith Sharing:

t In what ways are you doing the works
of Jesus?

1 Which parish ministries could use your
gifts and talents?

1 How do you rely on the Holy Spirit to
get it done?

Comments/Prayer Requests:
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Breaking Open the Word of Faith

7" Sunday of Easter
May 20, 2012

Read:

Acts 1:15-17, 20-26

Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20
1 John 4:11-16

John 17:11b-19

Reflect: .
What makes us one with our brothers and sisters of
the faith, i.e., people who love and follow the same
Lord, Jesus Christ?

A

We can have many differences and still have unity.
We can have conflicts among the people who serve
God in parish staffs and ministries, and still have uni-
ty. We can disagree with the non-Catholic beliefs of
our Protestant kin and still have Christian unity.

Jesus prayed for this unity, as we see in next_Suri-
day's Gospel reading. Are we the araw r hig
prayer? Or are we working agai==%im

Being one in the Lord o€ 'ni | re uiré getting i of
everything that divides| 1|s' for' ¢ ch ol or. athe, it
comes from recognizi/ | that e’ ‘an. = common
ground as we worshij (Christ 190 Thatter how differ-
ently we worship him. ' »e spirit of unity is the appre-
ciation of what we have in common. It's the recogni-
tion that we are individually members of the same
body and that we need each other so that the Body
of Christ on earth functions well.

Being one in the Lord Jesus means being different
than the rest of the world. Our unity comes from be-
longing to the kingdom of God rather than to the
kingdom of darkness and evil. And this unity is
strengthened by purging ourselves of sin — individu-
ally and as a body.

Jesus said to the Father, "I gave them your word,
and the world hated them, because they do not be-
long to the world any more than | belong to the
world."

All those who love, follow, and serve Jesus, regard-
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less of their denominational affiliations,
are all members of the same family, the
Holy Family. We live together on the
same side of the cross, which is resur-
rection and eternal life.

However, when we allow ourselves to
sin, thinking as the world thinks, with
prejudices and judgmentalism and con-
demnation toward other Christians, we
divide ourselves not only from our broth-
ers and sisters but also from God's king-
dom of love. We break the unity for
which Jesus prayed.

Questions for Personal Reflection:

t Do you see yourself as united with or
divided from those in your parish who
worship differently.than you?

340t ¢ out Christians of other denom-
i tipiis?  /hy lce do you feel spiritually
Ciced fre

\sk/Jesu to iepeat his prayer for unity
I T Tocus it, this time, on you.

Questions for Faith Sharing:

t What are some of the ways that you've
come to recognize your unity with other
members of the Body of Christ, despite
obvious differences?

1 What does "unity" mean to you? How
is this lived in your home or your parish?

Comments/Prayer Requests:
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Breaking Open the Word of Faith

Pentecost Sunday
May 27, 2012

Read:

Acts 2:1-11

Ps 104:1,24,29-31,34

1 Cor 12:3b-7,12-13 or Galatians 5:16-25
John 20:19-23 or John 15:26-27;16:12-15

Reflect:

The Holy Spirit is Christ's Spirit generously given to
us so that we can be holy and to continue the minis-
try that Christ began. On our own, we cannot be like
Jesus, but if his Spirit is alive and active within us,
we have Christ's holiness, his faith, his supernatural
love and peace, confidence and endurance, and
everything else that we see in Jesus.

You received the Holy Spirit during your baptism.
The reality of this was confirmed and strengthened in
the Sacrament of Confirmation. Ever since the first
out-pouring of the Spirit on Pentecost, God has Tieen
transforming the world by working threzt i ti.os; whe
serve his Kingdom. He gengrius v fil o Us witl his
Spirit so that we will st/ 26 d ©iwl itev =he ask s
to do. But how well hi h .ni is‘.nd | ‘wer exu es
from us is up to us.

Join me in this Praye' o the =oly Spirit:

Dear Jesus, stir up within me the fullness of Your
Holy Spirit. Help me to live in Your holy power. Open
my mind to understand Your truths, and open my
heart to accept Your truths even before | gain right
understanding.

O Holy Spirit, help me to seek, more than anything,
the kingdom of God. Help me to recognize what | am
attached to that is not of You, and give me the de-
termination and the strength to let go. | want only
You.

O Holy Spirit, help me to face my sinfulness and to
feel genuine sorrow for the damage that | have
caused. Comfort me as | mourn my need for for-
giveness, and give me Your spirit of rejoicing over
this new growth. Then, help me to share this healing
mercy with all those around me.
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Jesus commanded, "Go
into all the world and
preach the good news."
Use my gifts and talents to
make a difference. | have
my own expectations
about what | should and
should not do. | now sur-
render to You my ideas, my limitations,
my preferences, and my goals. | want to
be useful to You. | want to go where You
lead me. Holy Spirit, send me forth gifted
and empowered to spread the holy and
victorious love of Jesus Christ.

Come, Holy Spirit; renew me. Amen!
Questions for Personal Reflection:

T Does tha<i T ly GHpirit seem like a Per-
sem i) you, ¢ rial as Jesus? Why or
Voyinot?

/vhat aff, |t aies the "Prayer to the Ho-
I Spint" (alxove) have on you? What in it
i _30st helpful to your spiritual growth?

Questions for Faith Sharing:
T How do you know when the Holy Spirit
is being manifested in you? Give an ex-

ample from your life.

1 How did this experience help you grow
in holiness?

Comments/Prayer Requests:
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